


*Includes volunteers, participants, beneficiaries (but not communications audience)

Key Stats Quarter 1: 2018



Churches Supported

Number of Joint Ventures supporting churches that are:
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Projects Supported Quarter 1: 2018



Projects Supported

Number of projects supported by the Together Network that respond to:
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Projects Supported

Number of projects that received the following kinds of support from the Together Network:
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Projects Delivered

Projects delivered by the Together Network whose purpose is:
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Events

Types of events that the Together Network has ran or contributed to:

Purpose of the events that the Together Network has ran or contributed to:

Raising 
awareness of 
social issue(s)

Promoting 
collaboration 
to address 

social issue(s)

Improving quality/ 
effectiveness/ 

extent of church-
related social 

action

Fundraising Connecting 
Christian faith and 

social action
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Funding Applications

Funding applications to support Joint Ventures' own work:

Project specific 
(restricted) incl. 
management 

costs

Project specific 
(restricted) not 

incl. 
management 

costs

Unrestricted
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Funding Applications

Support for other organisations' funding applications:
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Communications

Number of communications activities reported across the Together 
Network, by type of communication:
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Communications

Number of communications activities whose main purpose was...

Raising 
awareness of 
church-related 
social action

Raising 
awareness of 
social issue(s)

Connecting 
Christian faith 

and social 
action

Promoting 
collaboration to 
address social 

issue(s) 

Other
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Influencing Quarter 1: 2018

Examples of influencing activities this quarter:

Together Newcastle held meetings with the deputy leader of 
Newcastle City Council, a cabinet member for Education and a 
cabinet member for public health around parity for free school meals 
for young people. A commitment was given to identify ways to 
implement a fairer system within Newcastle secondary schools.

Thrive Together Birmingham developed and grew their continuing 
Poverty Truth Commission, facilitating the brining together of those 
experiencing poverty with civic leaders of influence to explore what 
they can do together to make change in Birmingham. Thrive reported 
that each of the commissioners (both those experiencing poverty and 
those with influence) are growing in connection, relationship and 
understanding.

Transforming Communities Together took part in a faith-led campaign 
against the addition of a Blue Plaque to commemorate Enoch Powell 
MP, who delivered the infamous 'Rivers of Blood' racist speech.



Stories of Impact – Projects and Partnerships

King’s Lynn Night Shelter | Imagine Norfolk Together

Imagine Norfolk Together consulted Churches Together regarding the needs of the rough sleepers in King’s 
Lynn. They drew together a steering group (including Anglican, catholic and Baptist church leaders) and 
consulted with the borough council and voluntary sector organisations. They advertised for volunteers and 
arranged training. They also secured funding by way of grants and by organising a Sleepout Challenge.

The steering group, with INT’s input, established The King’s Lynn Night Shelter (KLNS) which ran each 
Friday and Saturday for four months over the winter. More than 46 volunteers were recruited from at least 
ten different churches, and 45 different guests were fed and sheltered. The average attendance was 13 
people across the four months.
The borough council approached the KLNS, after just two weeks of being open, requesting that they 
consider increasing their provision from 2 nights to 7 nights a week. This was seen as a compliment but was 
rejected by the steering group (now charity trustees) because they did not want to risk promising more than 
they could deliver during the first year of this pilot project.

The success of KLNS provides a platform for more productive discussions with borough council officials and 
other organisations working in the town.
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Stories of Impact – Projects and Partnerships

Faith and Dementia Conference  | Transforming Lives Together

Transforming Lives Together worked in collaboration with The Alzheimer's Society and Dementia Action 
Alliance to host and run a day conference: ‘Focus on Faith and Dementia’. TLT had recognised that local 
churches often have ageing congregations, with more people being affected by Dementia, either as carers 
or living with the condition.

The event brought together 22 churches from one local authority area to share good practice, listen to 
expert speakers and explore further work and response. There was also representation from Public Health, 
Admiral Nurses, Age UK, Action Together Tameside Local Hospital Chaplaincy and Greater Manchester 
Police.

TLT collated and evaluated the findings from the day, and pulled together a committee to keep in touch with 
delegates in order to facilitate opportunities for work in the area. One church who learnt about a ‘singing for 
the brain group’ at the conference have decided to start a group themselves. A representative from the Local 
Authority pledged to become more involved in initiatives from the faith sector. 

When asking people what they were taking away, the main response was; “Lots of new ideas”.  Other things 
were: more knowledge, contacts, a more open mind, a desire to make our building more dementia friendly, 
information to pass on, hope, desire to get something moving, the knowledge that churches help people, to 
ask my church to start a support group for carers, enthusiasm, new knowledge of local resources, 
commitment to do more and deeper insight into dementia.
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Stories of Impact – People and Communities Quarter 1: 2018

Mariusz’s Story | Thrive Together Birmingham

Mariusz (not his real name) came from Poland with a friend ten years ago and settled happily into factory 
work, living with others in Birmingham. When the factory closed he found himself unemployed at 57 years of 
age, and when his benefit entitlement ran out he became ‘bez dom’ – without a home. He became 
depressed by his situation and lack of prospects and began drinking, even planning a suicide attempt that 
he stepped away from at the very last minute.

The Birmingham Churches Winter Night Shelter, a project coordinated by Thrive Together Birmingham and 
involving 18 churches, approached a city centre charity for referrals in 2015. Mariusz stayed in the shelter 
during the winters of 2015 and 2016, enjoying a hot meal and safe place to sleep each evening. However, 
his inability to speak English limited his progress to get back into work.

During the winter of 2017 this barrier was reduced when Thrive and one of the linked churches supported 
two Polish-speaking missionaries to be part of the Night Shelter. They met with him and the Thrive staff 
member regularly, learnt his story and prayed for him. They helped him to get a new passport for ID 
purposes and encouraged him not to give up and not to return to alcohol dependency.  

The Thrive Shelter Coordinator worked with a housing association to secure a free room for six months, to 
give Mariusz a chance at ‘normal life’. The housing association have worked with him, through the 
translation support of the two volunteers from Poland, to start a job working for the housing association as a 
cleaner. He celebrated his 60th birthday housed, healthy and employed. He has stopped drinking, has met a 
new circle of people, and is paying National Insurance to protect him in the future. He has been offered 
English lessons that fit around his work times. He is optimistic and no longer seems depressed but 
motivated to do his best at work. Thrive said “This has taught us a lot about how we work with other guests 
in the future”.



Stories of Impact – People and Communities Quarter 1: 2018

Oliver’s story | Together Canterbury

Oliver (not his real name) was repatriated after nearly fifty years in Australia. He was suffering from 
kidney disease and has just lost his Mother. Oliver visited one of the Connecting Canterbury hubs, which 
were originally set-up with the close support of Together Canterbury, and continue to be supported by the 
JV with advice, training and financial assistance. Oliver had no benefits, no money, and was in need of 
both physical and mental support.

Connecting Canterbury built a relationship with Oliver, signposting guidance, giving impartial advice, and 
accessing a restricted fund for regular financial support. They also investigated his pension entitlement to 
give Oliver what he was due.
Oliver was provided with friendship, access to food and money, during a difficult time. The support meant 
that he was in a stable position to start a new chapter of his life.
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