
 

A Calais Catholic Worker House 

Dear friends,  

Calais has made the news several times, the situation for refugees and migrants has been on television and in 

newspapers but it hasn’t changed for the better. It might be a mild winter for now, at night it does get very cold 

–and today more than 6000 people are living in destitution in “the jungle”.  Most refugees were not poor when 

they left the war or conflict torn countries they come from, but being forced to live in a cold muddy camp, 

sleeping in tents or make shift shelters, having to que for hours to have a shower is more than destitution.  

Some of the refugees I have spoken to have been living here now for up to 8 months, imagine!  Hopelessness 

and frustration sometimes take over these mostly young lives and families.  

 

Yet within the “jungle” I have encountered friendship and 

solidarity. I have had the opportunity to stay over some nights 

with people from Sudan ( in this shelter at the right), joined in 

prayer with people from Eritrea and Ethiopia, had interesting and 

deep talks with people from Iran and Afghanistan, and heard the 

cry for help by Christians from Syria. I have been welcomed by 

people in their tents to hear their stories around a warm cup of 

tea. I have seen that even under these harsh conditions friendship 

and community forms. 

I also had the opportunity to talk with many volunteers of all ages 

from all over Europe, many from England. The presence of the volunteers is widely appreciated by many 

refugees; it is a clear sign of solidarity and friendship. 

In recent months the London Catholic Worker and many others collected trucks full of shoes, vests, and tents 

and brought them to Calais. Now, by February 2016 a Catholic Worker house in Calais should start; a house 

that works with volunteers in the jungle of Calais and will try to help some of the most vulnerable.  

We will be working closely with 

people who have been in Calais 

for years. We have enjoyed the 

hospitality of local organisations 

and of the parish priests in Calais. 

As this will be the first Catholic 

Worker house in France, we will 

need lots of support from the UK.  



 

To open the house of hospitality we need your financial support; to pay rent, gas and electricity and everything 

that comes with an extra-large household we need the support of individual people, parishes and churches.  

 

What will volunteers from the house be doing? 

First of all: form a community of volunteers from various Christian Churches and organisations that will 

do support work in the camp. 

 

In the camp: doing signposting to medical, social and legal services for refugees. Help in distribution of 

shoes, clothes and other materials. 

Help organise emergency hospitality to the most vulnerable: families with children; un-accompanied 

minors; refugees with medical needs or who are recovering after treatment, pregnant woman; people 

at risk of exploitation.  

 

Visiting people in hospital and accompanying refugees. 

 

Back home: telling the stories and organising solidarity.   

 

Please consider giving us a donation,  

so that in February we can start with the house. 

We would be very grateful for any help you can give us. 

 

With warm and peaceful wishes, 

Br. Johannes Maertens 

 

The house will be in partnership with:  

the Passionists UK,  

Secours Catholique (Caritas France),  

London Catholic Worker, 

Brothers and Sisters of the Good Shepherd, Belgium; 

with the aid from volunteers of the Community of Taizé France. 


