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Prisons Week Prayer 
Lord, you offer freedom to all people.
We pray for those in prison. 
Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist. 
Support with your love
prisoners and their families and friends, 
prison staff and all who care. 
Heal those who have been wounded 
by the actions of others, 
especially the victims of crime.
Help us to forgive one another,
to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly together 
with Christ in his strength and in his Spirit,
now and every day. 

Amen.

Each day in Prisons Week, a different 
group of people  affected by imprisonment 
are prayed for. On Wednesday we pray for 
children and families.

Prisons 
Week
October 9th – 15th

Prisons Week 
theme for 2016:

Lord have mercy
These three words are an ancient,  
common prayer, asking for help, 
compassion, understanding and grace. 
We are all in need of God’s mercy.
(based on Luke 17 v 11 – 19)

‘Children of offenders 
are an ‘invisible 
group’: there is 

no shared, robust 
information on 

who they are, little 
awareness of their 

needs and no 
systematic support.’

Ministry of Justice and Dept for 
Children,  Schools & Families 

Review, 2007

For forty years this prayer has been spoken, 
read and offered by thousands of individuals 
and congregations during  Prisons Week.

www.prisonsweek.org
@prisonsweek
#lordhavemercy 
prisonsweek

Spurgeons is proud to support



More children are separated from parents 
by prison bars than are taken into care 
or placed on child protection plans – an 
estimated 200,000 children and young 
people every year in England and Wales. 
They are subject to stigma, shame, social 
isolation and fear, as well as more likely to 
suffer mental health problems and be at 
risk of increased poverty than other children.

Among the children welcomed into the 
Spurgeons orphanage in the 19th century, 
were children of prisoners. Today, our 
staff and volunteer teams in the Visitor 
Centres in seven London prisons and 
HMP Winchester, continue the work of 
supporting families and children through 
what can be a daunting, emotional roller 
coaster of visiting a family member in prison.

“People who talk to you, really  
want to talk to you. Some families 
have nobody to talk to. They aren’t 
locked up themselves, yet the whole 
family suffers.”  
Samaritans worker, 
in partnership with Spurgeons

“I loved being part of the 
Wormwood Scrubs Family Day 
at half term. I was struck by how 
young many of the families were, 
and it was very special to see the 
children and their dads interacting 
together during the craft time. 
There were smiles and laughter, 
and it was over far too soon.”
 
Spurgeons Network member, 
Children and Families Pastor at a local church

“I like seeing my Dad and doing 
homework and seeing the staff 

because they are lovely and kind.”
Child visiting his father at HMP/YOI Winchester

 “Words cannot describe. 
Both personally, and as an 
organisation, you deserve 
awards for standing in the 
gap when there is no one 
and no other organisation, 
providing emergency 
support and care which 
is a lifeline, and humane 
treatment and attitude 
in the face of adversity.” 

Visitor to HMP Belmarsh

Spurgeons prayer for 
Prisons Week 2016
Merciful God, 
who loves and cherishes each one of us,
we remember and pray for all children  
who have a parent or a sibling in prison. 

You feel their pain and confusion, 
the grief of their separation, 
the anxiety of everyday life, 
the shame they feel at their situation.

You see them sharing in the punishment 
for crimes they did not commit;
innocent, yet serving a sentence of their own.

Give them resilience and courage,
surround them with kindness and understanding. 
May they come to trust and believe in all that is good; 
to know the power of truth and love in their lives.

And help us all 
to show the same compassion as Jesus did
without prejudice or discrimination, to all people; 
to stop, listen and respond as he did
to the needs of those excluded and ignored by the 
majority.

For the children and families we support
through Spurgeons work, our staff and volunteers,
help us to restore the wholeness of life and freedom 
that Christ came to bring.

Amen

(based on Luke 17 v 11-19)


